April 1751-July 1753]
Grand as I can tho Holy Father, with a more look in passing.'' Let this one, to which many might bo added, servo as sample of Sedative First, or tho power and intention to bo off before long.
In regard to Sedative Second, again: * * ' The happiest eircttm-dtanco is, "I brought with mo all my Louis-Fourteenth Papers and TC.voorpts. I got from Leipzig, if no nearer, whatever Books are needed " ;' and labour faithfully at this immortal Production. Yes, day by day, to seo growing, by tlto cunning of one's own right hand, such perennial Holomon's-Tomplo of a Silcle de Louis Quntorxe :—which of your KingH, or truculent Tiglath-Pilcsors, could do that? To poor mo, oven hi tho Potsdam tempests, it is possible : what ugliest day is not beautiful that sees n stone or two added there !—Daily Voltaire sees himself at work on his Hiinle, on those fine terms; trowel in one hand, weapon of war in tho other. And does actually accomplish it, in tho course of this Year 17<51,—with a great deal of punctuality and severo painstaking ; which renders of our day, fallen careless of tho subject, are little aware of, on Voltaire's behalf, Voltaire's reward wus, that ho did not go mnd in that Itarlin clement, but had throughout n bower-anchor to ride by. 'The King of France contlnuoi mo us Gentleman of tho Chamber, say you; but bus taken nway my Title of Historiographer? That latter, however, shall still bo my function. "My present independence has given weight to my verdicts on matters. Probably I never could have written this Hook at Paris." A consolation for one's exile, man t'.nfant,'3
It IB proper also to observe that, besides shining at tho King's Suppers like no other, Voltaire applies himself honestly to do for his Majesty tho nmiiil work required of him,—that of Verso-correcting now and then. Two .Specimens exist; two Pieces criticised, Ode mix Prussians, and The Art of War: portions of that Iloprint uow going on ('to tho extent of Twolvo Copies/—woo lies in one of thorn, most unexpected by this time !) ' nu Donjon du dliAtr.uu ';—under benefit of Voltaire's remarks. Which ono rends curiously, not without some surprise.3 Surprise, first at Voltaire's official fidelity ; his frankness, rigorous strictness in this small duty : then at tho kind of corroc.ting, instructing and lessoning, that had been demanded of him by his Royal Pupil. More grammatical stylistic Hkln-deop work : nothing (or, at least, in those Specimens nothing) of ntliMiipt upon tho interior structure, or tho interior harmony ovon of utterance: solely tho Parmian niceties, graces, laws of poetic language,
1 To D'Awntnli ' licrlin, r<]th September,—-Potsdam, isth October, 1750' ((f.'iimts, \xxiv. 220, 237), 3 To Niece Ucni.i (Ctttn/rts, Ixxiv. 247, etc, etc.), 'aSlli October 1750,'and
Niihvp/atmil /lilies.
1 In (Havres ile J-'/M'n',, x, 276-303,